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To The MFC Team, 
 

Merry Christmas everyone! I trust that all 
is well with you and your loved ones and 
that you and your family had a happy 
Thanksgiving. Christmas will soon be upon 
us and a new year will be arriving shortly 
thereafter. 
 

As you continue to enjoy the holidays 
please do so safely. Practice firework safety 
and be sure to have adult supervision for 
any children that are involved. Also, double 
check to ensure that your holiday decora-
tions are not creating a fire hazard. 
 

As always, drive defensively and allow 
extra time to compensate for the increase in 
highway traffic. 
 

I want to thank each of you for your  con-
tributions toward a successful 2008. Work-
ing together we can ensure that each one of 
us has a safe and successful 2009. 
 

Thank you and God’s blessings to all. 
 

Sincerely, 

Charlie Morgan 
Charlie Morgan 
State Forester 



At this year’s MFA Annual Meeting in 

Choctaw, Mississippi, MFC employees 

were recognized for their outstanding 

commitment to the American Tree Farm 

System (ATFS).  William “Bill” Kitchings, 

Central Region Public Outreach Forester, 

won the Tree Farm Inspector of the Year 

for Mississippi and Jack White, South 

Central District Forester won the  Tree 

Farm Leadership Award. 

The Outstanding Inspector of the Year 

award honors an ATFS volunteer inspec-

tor.  Outstanding inspectors give their 

time to ATFS and perform considerable 

outreach efforts to educate the public 

and private landowners on the benefits 

of sustainable forestry.   

Kitchings was first selected as South 

Central District Inspector of the year and 

was chosen from the five district finalists 

as the state winner. Kitchings completed 

all of his required re-inspections and 

certified 14 new tree farms.  

The Tree Farm Field Leadership Award 

was established  as a way to recognize 

District Chairs or other key Tree Farm 

Committee leaders for the role they play 

in accomplishing the Tree Farm Mission 

of sustainable forestry.  The 2008 Tree 

Farm Field Leadership was awarded to 

South Central District Forester, Jack 

White 

Mississippi Forestry Commission employees win awards at the MFA Annual 

Meeting  
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MFC News is published 
by the Mississippi For-

estry Commission. 
 

The Mississippi Forestry 
Commission provides 
equal employment op-
portunities and services 
to all individuals regard-
less of disability, race, 

age, religion, color, gen-
der, national origin, or 

political affiliation. 
 

This institution is an 
equal opportunity pro-

vider 

Newsletter Deadlines 
 

All submissions are wel-
come. Photographs are 
encouraged (although 
space limitations may 

curtail inclusion). Items 
must be received by the 
10th of the month to be 

included in the next 
monthõs issue. 

E-mail submissions (in 
Microsoft Word) and pho-
tos (jpg or tiff format, please) 

to 
lharris@mfc.state.ms.us  

or mail to: 
Lisa A. Harris 

Mississippi Forestry 
Commission 

301 N. Lamar Street,  
Suite 300 

Jackson, MS 39201 

American Tree Farm System Recognizes J. F. Weems of Jasper County  as 

Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year.  

For 26 years, the American 

Tree Farm System has hon-

ored those members who 

show outstanding commit-

ment to responsible forest 

management through the 

National Outstanding Tree 

Farmer(s) of the year award.  

These awardees are recog-

nized for their remarkable 

efforts to enhance and sus-

tain their forest, and for 

spreading the practice of 

sustainable forestry.   

The 2008 Outstanding Tree 

Farmer of the Year was 

awarded to Mr. Johnny Floyd 

Weems, Sr. of Jasper 

County.   The Weems land 

has been in the family for 

over 150 years and has 

been in the Tree Farm 

program since 1954.  

MFA deeply regrets to an-

nounce that Mr. Johnny 

Floyd Weems, Sr., Missis-

sippi’s 2008 Tree Farmer of 

the Year, passed away Mon-

day afternoon, December 1, 

at the age of 88.  Mr. 

Weems died of an apparent 

heart attack after enjoying 

an afternoon of deer hunt-

ing on his tree farm. 

From left to right: Mr. J. F. Weems 

and Bill Kitchings. 

Bill Kitchings  

Jack White 



Transportation Enhancement Tree Planting Program Grants have been awarded  

The Professional Arborist Association of Mississippi Hosts Education 

Opportunities for Arborists  

ducted training on “Hazard 

Tree Evaluations, Proper 

Pruning Techniques, and 

Customer Relations”.  Over 

70 people attended this 

event.  This event attracts 

line clearance arborists, 

private practice arborists 

and city arborists.   

Both events were well at-

tended and well received by 

those in attendance. 

On June 27, the Professional 

Arborist Association of Mis-

sissippi hosted an 

“Emergency Response and 

Aerial Rescue for the Tree 

Climber and the Aerial Lift 

Operator”.  Scott Prophett 

with North American Train-

ing Solutions conducted the 

training.  The training was 

held at the Pearl River Com-

munity College at the Ad-

vanced Technology Center in 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  

Over 100 people attended 

this event. 

Scott shared his knowledge 

and expertise on rescuing 

arborists stuck in trees on 

ropes and rescue from a 

bucket truck. 

On October 26, at the same 

location, Brain Darr with 

Drain Darr Consulting con-
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The evaluation of the Trans-

portation Enhancement Tree 

Program grant applications 

for 2009 is over and the 

grants have been awarded.  

With MDOT providing the 

funding and the MFC provid-

ing administration of the 

grants, this joint project is 

intended to enhance public 

transportation corridors. 

Grants were awarded to the 

following communities:   In 

the Northern Region — City 

of Houston, City of Pontotoc 

& MUFC, Town of Shannon 

and the Town of Walls.  In 

the Central Region, grants 

were awarded to the follow-

ing:  City of Brandon, City of 

Carthage, Leake County 

BOS, Lauderdale County 

BOS, City of Philadelphia 

and the City of Ridgeland.  

The City of Ellisville, Eco-

nomic Development Author-

ity of Jones County, Forrest 

County, City of Pascagoula, 

Town of Sandersville and 

the Town of Tylertown were 

awarded grants in the 

Southern Region. 

A total of $198,309.08 was 

awarded for the 2009 Trans-

portation Enhancement Tree 

Planting Program.  

For additional information 

on this program, contact 

Rick Olson, Urban & Com-

munity Forest Coordinator at 

(601) 359-2856 or rol-

son@mfc.state.ms.us.   



Safety First . . . 

First Time, Every Time  

Cleaninõ UpCleaninõ Up  
By Jimmy Mordica, Director of Conservation Education and Public  

Outreach 

 

 

 

D aylight Savings Time is gone and wintertime is here. That means 

shorter days, bright morning and afternoon sun, and night coming earlier. And that 

means some travel in the dark hours. Winter driving safety starts with good visibility.  

 

First, clean windows are a must, both inside and outside. You know how that nasty dingy film develops on the 

inside of your windshield. This causes glare from bright sun or oncoming drivers’ headlights. Just like your 

monthly reports, monthly action is called for. Clean your windows on the inside and outside of your vehicle on the 

first of every month. . . Or more frequently if needed. This will reduce glare and increase safety. There are many 

readily available and cheap products for glass cleaning. Traditional cleaners like Windex and other brands are 

available in both spray and handy wipes. Some are formulated specifically for auto glass. 

 

Also, don’t forget to clean your headlights. The years of bugs and road film can build up and reduce your head-

lights’ ability to brighten the road in front of you. On some vehicles, you may have to take the protective head-

lamp covers off and give them a thorough cleaning. This will give you a brighter field of view at night and make 

night driving safer.  

 

 With winter comes winter rains. Apply a coat of 

Rain-X or other beading agent to your windshield 

each month. This will help the water bead and 

drain faster and improve your vision on those driz-

zly rainy days.  

These are a few of the many products available to help you keep safer in your vehicle 
during the winter months and year round. 

Here are a few tips that will improve your driving safety during the winter  months . . . and all year long if you employ them regularly. 


