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Introduction

The southern pine beetle (Dendroctonus
frontalis Zimm.) (SPB) has been killing pine
trees in Mississippi for hundreds, if not thou-
sands of years. Many landowners have suf-
fered losses and some have lost entire stands.
Such wide spread damage gets the public
attention in a way that few other forestry
issues can. Proactive management activities
such as periodic thinnings can increase overall
forest health and reduce the threat of an SPB
outbreak.

With this in mind, the Mississippi
Forestry Commission, in conjunction with the
US Forest Service Southern Region-Forest
Health Protection and Mississippi State
University (MSU) Extension Forestry, has initi-
ated an SPB prevention program with the goal
that the recommended thinning practices will
reduce the threat and impacts of an SPB out-
break in Mississippi.

Cost shares available for SPB prevention
Federal cost share funds for SPB preven-
tion are available for first commercial and pre-
commercial thinnings statewide beginning in
January 2010. These funds are provided by
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the American Restoration and Recovery Act
(ARRA) and the USDA Forest Service, Forest
Health Protection and are administered by the
Mississippi Forestry Commission (MFC). MSU
Extension Forestry and forest entomology are
collaborators on this project. The availability
of cost shares in future years is contingent
upon continued funding of the SPB preven-
tion project by the USDA Forest Service.

Cost shares for pre-commercial thinning

To qualify for federal cost shares, a stand to

be pre-commercially thinned must:

«* be between 4-12 years of age;

+* have a stand density greater than 700 pine
stems per acre;

** be between 10 and 5,000 contiguous acres;

*%+ contain no merchantable trees;

+ be composed of 70 percent loblolly pine,
shortleaf pine, or slash pine;

% be located in Mississippi;

+¢ rank as moderate or high hazard for the
SPB;

+%+ follow the guidelines specified in the
landowner's forest stewardship manage-
ment plan. This plan will be developed
free of charge by MSU Extension Forestry
personnel as part of the program.

Federal cost shares provide a flat pay-
ment of §75 per acre. For federal reporting
requirements, the landowner needs to pro-
vide evidence of expenses for the pre-com-

mercial thinning as well as any consulting
forester fees.

Cost shares for first thinning of mer-

chantable pulpwood stands

To qualify for federal cost shares, mer-

chantable pine pulpwood stands must:

«* be located in Mississippi;

% be between 10 and 5,000 acres;

%+ be composed of at least 70 percent loblol-
ly, shortleaf pine, or slash pines;

«* rank as moderate or high hazard for the
SPB;

+* follow the guidelines specified in the
landowner’s forest stewardship manage-
ment plan. This plan will be developed
free of charge by MSU Extension Forestry
personnel as part of the program.

The cost share for the first thinning of
pulpwood stands consists of a flat payment of
$50 per acre. Thinnings are to be conducted
according to the forest stewardship manage-
ment plan developed for the stand. For feder-
al reporting requirements, the landowner
needs to provide copies of load tickets to veri-
fy the tonnage removed as well as consulting
forester fees.

Cost shares for loggers
Funds provided by the ARRA have made
it possible for us to offer a cost share payment
to loggers working with the landowners
already enrolled in the program. The logger
cost share for the first thinning of pulpwood
stands consists of a flat payment of $50 per
acre. To qualify for federal cost shares, the
logger must:
** be current in the logger education training
program conducted by MSU;
*» be working with a landowner already
enrolled in the cost share program.
Continued on page 24
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Cost shares for foresters @\SSlSSIpp
Funds provided by ARRA have made it pos- 3

sible for us to offer a cost share payment to @

foresters writing forest stewardship manage-

ment plans for private landowners in ¢ $

Mississippi. These management plans must be ey, % \eg&(\

written for stands that are moderate to high hazard S

for SPB outbreak, and include activities that reduce the

threat of such an outbreak. The forester cost share for management plan

writing is a flat $2.50 per acre. To qualify for federal cost shares, the

forester must:

+* be a registered forester in the state of Mississippi;

«* be a trained tree farm inspector.

Procedures for applying for the cost share program

1. The landowner and logger will sign up for the program with a represen-
tative of MSU Extension Forestry. This representative will inspect the stand
being enrolled prior to operations to ensure that it meets the qualifica-
tions listed above. Once enrolled in the program, the landowner has nine
months to thin the stand. For the logger and forester to receive the cost
share payment, all harvesting and paperwork needs to be completed by
August 31, 2011.

2. The cost share application forms must be signed by the landowner, log-
ger, and MSU-Extension Forestry representative.

3. A description of the stand (with legal description and maps) and a for-
est stewardship management plan must be submitted to the MFC. The
plan will be developed free of charge by MSU Extension Forestry.

4. Following treatment, the MSU Extension Forestry representative will
visit the stand to verify that the thinning has been carried out according to
the management plan. In addition, documentation of actual costs (pre-
commercial thinning), or tons of pulpwood removed (first thinning of
pulpwood stands) must be provided. These are required for federal
reporting purposes.

< stands must be located in Mississippi;

+%* cost share thinning operations must reduce stand basal area to a
maximum of 75 sq. ft. per acre;

+% all Mississippi BMP guidelines are to be followed;

+%+ an approved forest stewardship management plan must be produced
or be in place;

+* once the application has been approved, the landowner and logger
have nine months to complete the thinning;

« total cost shares must not exceed $8,500/1andowner or $17,000 for a
partnership or trust with two or more members per federal fiscal year
(October 1-September 30);

+%» total cost shares must not exceed $8,500 per logging firm;

+% for pulpwood stands, a minimum of five tons per acre must be
harvested;

+ the landowner must agree to follow the approved forest stewardship
management plan for at least five years following thinning;

+% each approved tract is subject to inspection by state or federal crews
before, during and after the thinning to ensure that the conditions of
this program are being followed;

+% all activities and paper work needs to completed and submitted by
August 31, 2011.

For More Information
If you have questions, or would like to apply for SPB prevention cost
shares, contact:

Britton Hatcher Dr. Andrew Londo

50 East Pecan Street, Suite B Box 9681
Grenada MS 38901 MS State, MS 39762
(662) 226-6000 (662) 325-8003

brittonh@ext.msstate.edu ajlondo@cfr.msstate.edu
Butch Bailey

216 Shelby St., Suite A
Purvis, MS 39475

(601) 794-0671
butchb@ext.msstate.edu

All Mississippi forestry best man-
agement practices (BMPs) are to be fol-
lowed. The MFC will review the claim
and, upon approval, will issue a reim-
bursement check to the landowner
and logger.

Restrictions:

Participation in the SPB cost share

program is subject to the following

restrictions:

«% participating landowners, partner-
ships, or trusts, must own between
10 and 5,000 acres;

«%» cost shares are only available for
first thinning of stands that contain
at least 70 percent loblolly pine,
short leaf pine, or slash pine and
are classified as being of moderate
to high hazard for SPB prevention;

Interested in Acquiring Rural Acreage for
Investment, Hunting, or Recreation?

For Additional Information, Contact:

AFM REAL ESTATE GROUP

A Division of American Forest Management, Inc.

601.696.9997 Tel.

Properties located in Clarke, Jasper, Jones, Kemper, Lauderdale,
Leake, Neshoba, Newton, Scott, and Smith Counties in Mississippi.

Licensed Real Estate Brokers in Mississippi and many other southern states.

www.afimrealestate.com
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